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1 eve juſt now received. the 
„ |. ſecond Letter, with which . * _ 
e you have honoured me from 55 

5 the Preſs, in Defence of your - of 


| ONE good Friend the Author of 
JL, the Re 22 upon Reaſon; for which 
A - Tiind myſelf obliged to return you my 


| 6 . and to make the Acknowledgg g 
5 5 ment as publick as the Obligation. 1 
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5 taken at the Funeral of a late Author, _ * 
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Fou tar folds no more; to. it, than if you 

een all, this while only picking 

your Teetl, or paring your Nails. When 

Hxead your Bock and endeavour to And 
| out;iany on 

-» Which-youprocced,,or any one Remark; 


ne Principle of Reaſon; upon 


or Hiſtorical, Obſervation, that may not 
bel turned with much greater Strength 
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5 „ n reading an Au- 
I - thor, to have been ſeryed nc ber 
| fore: 1 About eighteen Years g, there 
Idas out 4 Bogkwith a ppwpous Title, 

Ii vordem to provelthe Copernigan. Hypo- i 

© 4 a9 theſs. ta: be ſenſibly, .cxperimentally, ma: 
mammticalig, and philoſophically falſe. 
55 IL ho had juſt. then taken a Tafte of the 

| Newtown Philoſophy; and deen the a. 
I foreſaid Hypotheſis improved into De- 
monſtration, was very impatient to pro- 

I daue a Book which promiſed ſuen Won- 

ders; but when I came to look inte it; 
Lreundmyſelf fired irh an unuſual Sort 

ine ng ſeemed to be 

8 thrown into Darkneſs. and Confuſion; . 
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me; Sir; and conclude” that Thave dn 
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of a late publick Funeral, is fill alive” ; 
and in good Health; that his Buſineſs - 
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vou cannot write a Page in mam with- 
out making yourſelf a publick Feſt., What 

: * have maintained, 2 have { ill Reaſon 

5 ZE to ſtand to is this, that your Friend is 

. Þ i 2 out of the World of Authors, 

that his Sirit ſleeps, and that he has not 

. one Drop of Blood left to be ſpent in 

che Controverſy. If it be otherwiſe, tis 

be alone who muſt diſprove it, ſince tis 
impoſſible that you or any Body elſe 
ſhould do it for him. But you, in your 

__ great Wiſdom tõ diſcredit the Report of 

2 Jour Friend's Deceaſe and Interrment, 

5 =. give us to underſtand, that he ſtill lives, 

_ "and breathes, and feaches School, which 
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- Your carrying the Jeſt 6 far, 4 is turn 

ö 3g it upon yourſelf, and your Miſtake 
20 © argues a very great Want of Logick; as 
if the ſame Perſon. might not be dead 
And alive in 4. ferent Reſdefs ; or as if 
A living Man might not be a dead Au- 

n thera, a and a dead Author a very good. 
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„ * World ſhould know it, and determine 
- 3 | what they ought to think of a Man, 
who can bring ſuch a Charge, without 
did draft Ground, and e to the 
ES mo Matter of F act. | 


. Fou dared: not here truſt your Readets 
2 8 Does. with the Evidence on both Sides 
and therefore you choſe rather barely to 
quote the Pages, and refer him to Paſſa- 
I ges in Books, which he might not have 
I dy him, and which, as you muſt preſume, 
. would not give himſelf the Inoue ® 
EY x A to look into or examine. 
- "The Obj Ric, „ as put 11 tho Author! 
by - 5 33. of the Reflefttons, and as quored 
. * me, p. 18. of the Anſwer, is this, 
(| But the g greateſt Difficulty is ftill behind ; 
and that 3 ig the Myſteries of the Goſpel, | 
" certain” eee  Dotirmes, impoſed | 
er us as Articles of Ea 25 hieb s 
mortal Man 1 rehend'; 
e aud. pet we are told, that, the are ne- 
6, >, : .ceffary to: be believed. in order to Saluas 
| dn, which ſeems very abſurd and un- 
* anzble: Now how does he get rid 
of this Objection? Does e = | 
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7 Man can explain or conceive? Not at 
all; but he grants the whole Thing and 
leaves the Objection in its full Weight 


_ Regſon : From whence he concludes, that 
theſe Chriſtian Dofrines, and neceſſary | 

Articles of Faith, tho they arc unintei- 

_ ligible, incomprehenſible, and ſuch as 

no mortal Man can explain or conceive ; 


not contraty to Reaſon; they may be 

_  explicable Truths. Well! perhaps it may 
diction in Terms, to pretend to any Thing 
that theſe unintelligible, incomprehenſi- 

| wade de. known noum to us; 
Truths, theligCbrifion Dattrines, and. | 7 
15 8 Hrticler of Faith, himſelf ji 
_ . , VICE to us at all: For he tells us, 45 50 
A cannot anſwer the. Ends for ubiab is | 
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only he makes an inſignificant Diſtintion | 
between Things above, and contrary to 
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yet they may be true for all that, and 
unintelligible, incomprehenſible, and in- 
be ſo; but then it would be a Contra- 
of a Revelation in this Caſe, or to ſay, ; 
ble' Truths, are revealed wirhout being | 1 
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that it is incvnſſſtent, either with 


Wiſdom or Goodneſs of God, to give ud 4 


i Revelation, to be a Guide to J. ruth, and 


the Rule of Righteouſneſs, which is not 


e to be underſtood by every Honeſt En- 
2. quirer. I preſs d this Difficulty-upon the 


Author before, to, know how he would 

reconcile the unintelligible, inexplicable 

Myſteries of che Athanaſian Divinity! 
with the obvious Plainneſs and Clear: 
neff of Scripriire, in all neccflaty Poitits 
of Chriſtian Faith and Practice. But this 
1 find is oli m tangere, which you have 
rot dated to meddle with yourſelf, and 


. perhaps, Jou will riot caſtly 


4 give me. be 3 05 n 
CCC is | 
N Butter ure upon Ur 8 6 that 
1 Diltfrifticn” of Things above Reaſon, 
and cofitfäry to Reaſon, could de of nd... 
Uſe to Rim Herr; not only becauſe. ul. 
intelligible Doctrines can be nb HeeeMſary 
Putt of Religion, by. thE'Authior's.own | 128 
Acknowledgient'; ;: but eſpecially be! 
dauſe, as I have proved) Us poſits, 7 
_ that the" Aﬀerir" of the Mind mould, im 
An caſe "Whatever," eo'bdyond the Pert 
Leptin fee Underfianding and co rr 
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1 no more be the Object of Faiths N 
than it is of K nowledge or Perception. 
To this you have given no Anſwer, tho 
it plainly deſtroys the Author's whole 
Scheme, and leaves him intirely in the 
Power and at the ME: of; hy is as A 


and Free-Thinkers, ids Peg” 99 TY 


1 Tas "tay. 2 1 to 9 5 1 
Reader's Judgment, whether þ had wick 
edly charged the Author againſt his Prin- 
, © Ciples, or whether yeu have not wreng- | 
fully charged me "againſt the plain Truth, | 
_ of the Caſe in Fact. I will not ſay; that 5 
this was wickedly. done of you, and. that 
Fou had n Fear of. God, before ur 
Fyes; ſince tis poſſible it might proceed 


from you under the Influence and Poſ- _ 
ſeſſion of ſome ſtrong enlivening Sperit, 1 
Which Ieaves a Man for the prefent not . 5 
ſtrictly accountable. for his Words or Z 
enen e ee eee cory 
| _ tain conſtitutignal Elevation of the Blood, 
. Wich ſometimes, after a great Depreſſion; 
| is apt to riſe $09, Highs and carry a Man 
5 aboße and beyond. the Sight and Compre / 
: i henſion of bimfelt o r any Thing abouʒt 5 
2 him. These find eee, to 2 i 
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| nothing 1 all ko: me, I ſhall let it pals. 


Moving 3 your Title Page oth 
ſome grave Impertinences and ſolemn 
meer from an Author whoſe Autho- 
rity is juſt as good as your own, and 
. "charged: me with Impudence, Preſump< 
tion, Wickedneſs, and every Thing that 
either Weakneſs, or Malice, a cankered 
Heart, or a diſtempered Head could ſug- 
2 you come at length, p. 12. to tell 

me, that the Queſtion between you and 
me me ſhall nat be, who is in the Right? 
8 whether tuo and three make ue? 
* Mate: - Author's Queſtion - was this, 
Whether. a Triangle muſt not have three 


r 46 well as three; Corners? Which 


was to determine the Controverſy be. 


tween the Church and Diſſenters; and 
5 vou come up ſo near to him in the Clear- 


neſs of ſtating Queſtions, that one might 


ban apt to imagine you the ſame Man. 
But i two and three make: ſive, then it 
muſt plainly follow, that as The-celigiqus 
8 Right and Liberty of Mens acting 4c: 


e or their Judgment and Cem 


ſeiences has been ahuſed, ſo it may he 
abuſed again and Therefore no ſuch Li- 
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ougt ht to be granted, but the Authority 
of the Church is to be ſubmitted to in 
all Matters of Religion and Conſcience, 
under the Penalty of Damnation. If this 
be not the plain Deſign of all your Rant 
and Scandal, and of all the ſilly Party. Ste. 


Man living to put any conſiſtent re 
or Meaning at all to it. And that this 
is your Meaning, I need nolother Evi». 


dence, than the Addreſs of: that Houſe 


of Commons which you quote and ap? 


rince againſt that Inder and Li- 


derty of Conſcience, which his Mgjſty | 
— was. inclined to grant: A Piece of Ad. 


vice certainly, which ought to ſtand up!“ 


on Record, to the eternal Shame and 


Diſhonour of thoſe who gave it; and 


| Who thought, ho doubt, the moſt * 1 
and unnatural Perſecution à bet 
to ſecure the Peace and Happin 
King's Subjects, than religisus Indulgened 
and Liberty of Conſcience. But What if 
1 had now Time and Patience to turn „ 
the Tables upon you, undi to ſhew fromm 
tte moſt authentick hiſlotirad Ewideneer 
that ever ſinee the! Civil Efablihment f 
Chriſtian Churefes, the ambirious/domwt: 
| node „ 1 
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been: for making Creeds,Canons, and Con- 
ſtitutions, to bind the Conſciences of Men 


in Matters of Religion, have ever proved 
the common Plagucs of Mankind, the 
efts and Incendiaries of human Society, 
and the true Authors and Fomenters of 
the moſt general and moſt fatal Miſeries 
and Calamities that have ever befallen the 
Chriſtian World? Would you quit your 
Pretenſions to Church Authority upon 
this Evidence, and lay aſide a Thing that 
cer has been, and is ever like to be ſo 
much abuſed? I ſuppoſe not; but you 
would ask me, perhaps, ow I came by 
fuch Stories? whether I am not miſin, 
formed? and whether theſe: Incendiarics 
have not been ſome other Sort of Peo- 
ple in tbe. Dreſs. and Habit of Prieſts 
. end. Clerg men? As to which I ſhould 
dave nothing to anſwer, Sir, hut only 
1 e. deſire you to go to Sleep a little; 
and write again upon this Subject, when 


1 5 your Head is better compaſed: But at 


preſent: you ſeem uncapable «f judging 
about Things that are neateſt Home, and 
eee the Diſorders and Confuſtons 
you. complain of, in our Civil Wat, 
might be more owing to Oliver r 
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by of Scripture, as the only Rule of 
Chriſtian Faith and Practice, and yet to 
plead for the Neceſſity of other Rules, 
ſuch as human Creeds, Canons, c. was 
affronting the Underſtandings of Men 
and a moſt ridiculous Banter F a 
mon Sener: 1 e ee 1105 
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Upon this you, appear very mbch bas: 
ried and diſtracted, and you run up and 


don for ward and back ward, like 3 


at his Wits End: Sometimes you cry | 
out, If all Parties ſhould be laid on 2 


Level; that is, if nothing ſhould be made 


| neckury to Church Communion, but 
What the Scripture has made neceſſary 
5 Salvation, and if Men ſhould leave 
the Way into the Church as free and 
open, as Chriſt has left the Way into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, this muſt in- 
troduce nothing but Diſorder and Con- 

fuſion: But then preſently you recall 

yourſelf, by allowing the Sufficiency of 
_ Scripture as the only Rule, and quote”. | 
; '6th Article of che e ch | 
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Bible "IO bea ſufficient, and the only” 


oa? tis evident, that all other Rules, of 


_ what Nature, Kind, or Denomination ſo- 


er, muſt be unneceſſary. But if other 
Kules are neceſſary, and ſuch as cannot be 
, tis plain, that the Scripture, the 


Bible, is not a ſufficient, nor the only 
Rule of Chriſtian Faith and Practice. Now 


ſüch is your Diſtreſs here, that you are re- 


duced to the Neceſſity of maintaining both 
Parts of the Contradiction: The Scrip- 


ture, with you, is a ſufficient inſufficient 
Rule; and your human Articles, Canons, 


Ec. are unneceſſary neceſſary Rules, or 
hecdicſs gg chat cannot be ſpared. - 


Rule of Chriſtian Faith and Practice, or 
otherwiſe you would give up the Prote- 


ſtant Cauſe, and fall a Sacrifice to the 


Church of Rome. On the other Hand, 


you are conſtrain'd, by the cleareſt and 


- moſt neceſſary Conſequence, to deny and 
| diſclaim the Sufficiency and Perfection of 
ee as the only Rule of Chriſtian 


Faith and Practice, . maintain on the 


trary, that there are certain human Ar- 


kticles Canons, &c. that are neceſſary in 


Point of * Faith and Practice, . 
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